
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Herne Hill School, The Old Vicarage, 127 Herne Hill, London SE24 9LY   

T 020 7274 6336   E enquiries@hernehillschool.co.uk 

Key findings from the EPPE project and  
how Herne Hill School meets them 
 

The Effective Provision of Pre-school Education (EPPE) project is the first major 

European longitudinal study of a national sample of young children’s development 

between the ages of 3 and 7 years. To investigate the effects of pre-school education, 

the EPPE team collected a wide range of information on 3,000 UK children over several 

years. EPPE’s results are readily available on the internet, e.g. by googling “EPPE Sure 

Start 2014”, and we encourage you to seek them out for yourselves. The key findings, 

and how Herne Hill School’s 2+ entry Kindergarten meets them, are as follows: 
  

 Attending pre-school from the age of two (but not earlier), compared to none, 
has a positive impact on a child’s development - both intellectually and socially/ 
behaviourally. What matters is the duration of attendance in months, with full-
time attendance leading to no better gains than part-time attendance. 

Herne Hill School’s Kindergarten provision enables just that: starting from 2+ with part-
time options available from two days/week.  

 

 The type of setting matters greatly, with the best results being obtained by those 
which ‘integrate’ education and care with highly qualified teaching staff. In 
particular, EPPE highlights that “Effective pedagogy includes interaction 
traditionally associated with the term ‘teaching’, the provision of instructive 
learning environments and sustained shared thinking to extend children's 
learning”. 

Herne Hill School is precisely this type of integrated school (and not day care) setting 
with a high ratio of qualified staff with expertise in early years education who put equal 
importance on educational and social development and view them as complementary. 

 

 Quality of pre-schooling has lasting beneficial effects throughout a child’s 
academic life. This remains especially evident through Key Stage 1, with 
children achieving higher scores on standardised tests of reading and maths at 
age six. EPPE concludes that “High quality pre-school provision combined with 
longer duration had the strongest effect on development”. 

Again, this is exactly what Herne Hill School offers – not only in Kindergarten but also 
in subsequent years. The key to this is our expertise in making seamless the critical 
transition from play based to more formal learning, which we achieve by the end of 
Key Stage 1.  

 

 The quality of the home learning environment is also highly important for 
children’s intellectual and social development - more so than parental 
occupation, education or income. 

At Herne Hill School we recognise how hugely significant the home learning 
environment is to a child’s development, and we are committed to working hand-in-
hand with parents to achieve the best possible outcomes for the child. This includes 
sharing our expertise with parents, offering support for extended learning in the home 
and ensuring that there is an active dialogue with parents about the child’s 
development both at and outside of school. 

 

 


